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From GeorgeBraziller : A Thinking Person's Guide To America's National Parks before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised A Thinking Person's Guide To Americas National
Parks:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Complete and illuminating.By John R. GreenerA complete and
illuminating discussion on the NPS and it's people and places.So much to visit, so little time.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy J. MorganExcellent compendium on the variety of National Parks and their
widening cultural missions.O of O people found the following review helpful. Multifaceted view of the national
parksBy Bookworm Grandmal nteresting, written about the parks from many viewpoints

On the centennia of the National Park Service, thisrichly illustrated book offersinvaluable advice on exploring
Americas national park system. The book delves into issues affecting an array of parks: the iconic western national
parks like Y ellowstone; the urban parks such as Golden Gate National Recreation Area; historic sites including the
Statue of Liberty National Monument and Gettysburg National Military Park; and cultural areaslike Mesa Verde
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National Park that are among Americas over 400 national parks. Twenty-three essays from contributing authors with
deep personal and professional connections to the national parks serve as expert guides to placesin the park system
where: much of the nations biological and cultural diversity is represented;ideas such as freedom, civil rights, and
conservation were conceived;vast wilderness offers solitude and reflection;storied landscapes preserve a sense of
place;the balance between recreation and preservation is tested;research and learning engage the next generation;the
dynamics of nature are being shaped by a changing climate; and innovations in technology, sustainability, and
stewardship provide a sense of purpose and hope. 300 Color Illustrations

This centenary year of the National Park Service isthe perfect moment for A Thinking Persons Guide to Americas
National Parks.... the essays and often breathtaking photographs in this volume expertly examine the more than 400
sites of natural beauty and historic importance that make up the national park system. - The Wall Street Journal[A]
provocative, seductively illustrated anthology of 23 essays... entriescovering communities and partnerships, new park
resources, and the next 100 yearssoar with thought-provoking content. - Publishers Weeklyprovides considerable
historical detail and alook at the parks as treasure of the American spirit. - Library Journal (Starred )... an excellent
armchair roadmap to the Park Services more than 400 sites and its many priorities and pursuits... - Brad Tyer, High
Country NewsThis volume, and the issues raised by the some two dozen contributors,provide an important jumping-
off point fora number of significant inquiries into the nature,meaning, and future of national parks. The book has an
overall celebratory tone, but isvery clear in its message that the national park system still has aways to go before it
can live up to its potential as our great public commons.... Thisis abook designed for repeated use and exploration, for
readers who want to understand particular issues and questions about the system as a whole more deeply. - Open
Riverg A Thinking Person's Guide to America's National Parks] is awelcome, insightful, and richly varied
contribution to the literature on the national parks. - Environmental History ... thisbook brings together ecologists,
historians, naturalists, landscape architects, and other specialists who have worked for or studied the National Park
Service and the national park system to offer an engaging mix of history and personal reflection. - Forest History
TodayAbout the AuthorRobert E. Manning, Ph.D., is Steven Rubenstein Professor of Environment and Natural
Resources at University of Vermont



