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Michael J. Caduto : A Time Before New Hampshire: The Story of a Land and Native Peoples  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Time Before New Hampshire: The 
Story of a Land and Native Peoples: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great reading about pre historic New Hampshire!By John J. 
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JonaschAs a New Hampshire resident, I am curious about my chosen state. This book is a fascinating account of New 
Hampshire from the BIG BANG to the time Europeans invaded this beautiful land. Learn a little geology, fish and 
wildlife biology, and anthropology in the time before it was New Hampshire. It is fascinating reading and the book 
provides some interesting appendixes about animal and plant names, places of historical interest, etc that may provide 
some enjoyable day trips.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Waxes Poetic For Science SakeBy 
GeoUtahI brought this book along with me for my honeymoon in New Hampshire. I am a native of the western US 
and a Geographer by training. This is a geographic text in the finest tradition. It is elegantly written for the more than 
casual readers reward for grasping the preliminary geology and moving into the botany, wildlife and indigenous 
populations of what is now the state of New Hampshire. I would recommend the text. He places the geologic time 
scale in human terms- as a year and walks very quickly through geologic eras and some periods. I enjoyed the read 
very much.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding NHgeophysical and native people's 
historyBy Lee Parmenter LlcAmong other things I do, I sell fossils and minerals part time, and at an agricultural fair 
this past summer, my friend Gary lent me his copy of this book. I can not tell you what a pleasure it has been reading 
this work. The book covers from earliest geological times through the 1700's. Michael Caduto has done an excellent 
job of outlining all facets of NH history as best it can be reconstructed without benefit of written cultural history. If I 
could, I would give this book 5 stars for a fascinating read, 5 stars for creating a believable description of what life was 
like for our native peoples, and 5 stars for the resource information at the back of the book, which includes listings of 
NH museums, native language pronunciation, wildlife present during the times described, and so on. Thank you Gary 
for a great read, and, even more, thank you Michael, for all your extensive research on the subject.

In this masterful and elegant book, Michael J. Caduto tells the complete story of the land of New Hampshirestarting 
with the formation of earth 4.6 billion years ago and continuing with changes to its peoples and the environment 
through the seventeenth century. Part I offers a comprehensive look at every aspect of the ancient natural 
worldincluding geology, glaciology, botany, climatology, ecology, zoology, and paleobotany. It describes the 
formation of the land hundreds of millions of years ago as a result of major movements in the tectonic plates; 
chronicles the rise and fall of reptiles, mammals, birds, and plants and other life forms stemming from climatic 
changes; and explores the arrival of human beings during and after the relatively recent ice age. The rest of the volume 
immerses the reader in the history of the human populations in New Hampshire, beginning with the Paleoindian period 
of hunter gatherers over twelve thousand years ago and continuing through the arrival of horticulture among the 
Alnbak (Abenaki) and beyond. Caduto explores the Alnbaks day-to-day existence, culture, and traditional tales as 
preserved by archeologists, anthropologists, historians, and living cultures. Emphasizing the beliefs, cultures, and 
practices of these native people, Caduto details the Alnbaks relationship to the natural world as he tells the story of 
coevolution between the land and people through time. Caduto takes the reader on an exploration through New 
Hampshires rich and diverse historyusing first-hand experiences, re-creations of natural and human environments, 
journeys through historical landscapes and visits with the families of ancient peopleto present a thorough profile of the 
early beginnings of the Granite State. The volume features an epilogue by Charlie True, Member of the Tribal 
Council, Abenaki Nation of New Hampshire, and nearly one hundred photographs, illustrations, and detailed maps 
depicting past peoples, historical trails, and indigenous cultures and environments of New Hampshire.

"Spendidly vivid accounts of geological history... All New Hampshire libraries will want this book."CHOICE 


