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would be worth my time, and all praised A Traveler's Highway to Heaven: Exploring the History and Culture of 
Northern Spain on El Camino de Santiago (History on the Hoof) (Volume 1): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Caminophile commentsBy William J. BonvilleMeet William 
Bonville and his latest work, A Traveler's Highway to Heaven: Exploring the History and Culture of Northern Spain 
on El Camino de Santiago. He brings us an interpretive monologue of the art, architecture, history and culture along 
the Way of Saint James. a thinking mans impressions of the scene that lies before you. It also includes a number of 
landmarks just a few kilometers off the main Path. At 400 pages, its not exactly light, but the type is large enough to 
read inside a dimly lit church. I would carry it in spite of its weight. Grant Spangler El Camino de Santiago MSN 
GroupThis book has considerable value for those who want to connect history, art, architecture and religion to their 
experience on the Camino de Santiago from Roncesvalles to Santiago de Compostela... Day by day itinerary 
suggestions attempt to maximize the rich historical, cultural and religious offerings the Camino provides...It is a 
resource pilgrims will want to read before the pilgrimage in order to better understand the richness of the historical and 
cultural landscape they will be passing through. Pilgrims who have returned may want to refresh the memory of their 
Camino by reading about and remembering what they have seen Reading the book strengthened my resolve to walk 
the Camino again but more slowly the next time.Tom FriesenCanadian Company of PilgrimsA Travelers Highway to 
Heaven: A narrative motor/walking guide to the cultural record and history encountered between Roncesvalles and 
Santiago de Compostela. It also involves side trips into Asturias, plus other less distant diversions from the French 
Road. The author says he wrote the book for those who, for reasons of time, age, disability or children tagging along, 
are unable to cope with the 800 kilometer hike, but still yearn for the El Camino experience.American Pilgrims on the 
Camino

"A Travelers Highway to Heaven" adds historical and cultural meat to the bones of the hikers happily convivial El 
Camino experience. Of even more import, the book enables that experience for the traveler who yearns to course El 
Camino de Santiago but is physically incapable of handling the rigors of walking the eight hundred kilometers of the 
Way. For others, it turns a touristy lark between the running of the bulls in Pamplona, and encountering St. James at 
Master Mateos Portico de la Gloria, into a sharing of the after El Camino experience that the hiker cum pilgrim 
generally claims all for himself.

About the AuthorBill Bonville has written a host of books, most of them technical, produced during his years in the 
aerospace industry. His publications for the "trade" include works of fiction, philosophical analysis and, since 
retirement to his farm in Oregon, a series of travel books which he chooses to think of as "history on the hoof." They 
spring from his fascination with things historical and his experience as a traveler with an eye for history. Bill began his 
writing career in the U. S. Navy at the end of World War II after his bombing squadron was decommissioned. Serving 
as a correspondent with Naval Air Transport Service Squadron VR-4, his first by-line was on a feature story in the 
NATS Packet magazine in 1946. Fifty years later, one of his more recent bylines came on an article in Conservative 
Consensus, sharing the masthead list of contributors with Pat Buchanan and others. During the intervening half 
century, he received a BA in journalism from Bethany College, Bethany, WV, an MA in philosophy from Columbia 
University in New York City, was a reporter or the Worcester (MA) Telegram, and later worked as a "stringer" for the 
Denver Post while attending Colorado University engaged in further graduate study. In 1954, Bill left the university to 
become editor of the former Gallup, NM, Times. A year later he went to Los Angeles to become a technical editor for 
an aerospace company. In 1956, Bill moved to Aerojet General Corporation, Azusa, CA, where he worked for twenty 
five years, advancing to Manager of Technical Documentation and Training. During his years with Aerojet, he 
authored many technical books, research reports, and training manuals. Bill is married, with grown children, and 
active in community affairs, serving nine years on the county Board of Education. 


