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Washington Bailey : A Trip to California in 1853  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised A Trip to California in 1853: 

Washington Bailey (1831 - 1922) was an Illinois pioneer who went on a gold seeking trip by ox train across the plains 
and mountains to California. In 1915, Bailey published his book "A TRIP TO CALIFORNIA IN 1853" of his 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1541292626


adventures on the trail to California. Bailey writes: "We had built our fires and were just ready to commence getting 
supper, when we heard the Indians begin holloing, "Show shony, show shony, humbugen, humbugen oss cawaw, 
cawowaw cawowaw cawowaw cawaw cawaw." "The first time they holloed this, uncle Joshua Bailey said, "There! 
We are going to be attacked. That is the war whoop. Put out the fires and corral the wagons." "The wagons were 
placed in a circle, running the tongues under each other so we could get inside and protect ourselves from their arrows 
as much as possible. When we got that done, which was in short order, he said, "All hands load your guns and your 
revolvers and have your knives ready."


