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David Brill : As Far As The Eye Can See: Reflections Of An Appalachian Trail Hiker  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised As Far As The Eye Can See: Reflections Of 
An Appalachian Trail Hiker: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Nostalgic Journey on the ATBy Keith C.Unlike most AT books, 
this is not a chronological narrative. Its chapters are thematic, each creating an impressionistic image of some aspect of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1621900002


the trail. It was written by a young man who wanted to be a writer, and that is exactly how it reads. Written in the 
1970s, it will remind some readers of the book A Walk Across America by Peter Jenkins, who set out on a hike during 
the same period searching for the same things. Although dated in many respects, AT hikers will recognize some things 
that never change such as the eternal battle between mice and those who try to sleep in their shelters. The last few 
short chapters are about the author's return to the trail many years later, and the overall tone of the book is nostalgic as 
he reflects on the greatest adventure of his life, and then seeks to recapture some of it once more.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. A Young Man's Journey To Adulthood On the Appalachian TrailBy Lisa KearnsDavid 
Brill's "As Far As The Eye Can See" is about the author's late-70s Appalachian Trail thru-hike. I've read numerous 
books by other authors who have done the same thing, but this one is one of the best.Brill was a recent college 
graduate in 1979, and like many of us who grew up during that time, he wasn't sure who he was or what he wanted to 
do with his life. On a whim he decided to hike the entire Appalachian trail. He wasn't an experienced hiker or camper 
when he started out, but we see him grow from fear of the unknown in the dark woods of Georgia to a seasoned 
outdoorsman by the time he scaled Katahdin in Maine. He paints a vivid picture of the blisters and thunderstorms, 
mountains and rivers, and animals and people he met on the trail. But Brill takes his book a layer or two deeper than 
the average trail diary.The book is written more as a collection of essays than a daily journal. While the skipping 
around between before-hike, during-hike and after-hike stories take some getting used to, the overall picture is one of a 
sensitive and kind young man who found that he feels most at home in nature. I especially appreciated that he spent 
time getting to know people with different backgrounds and beliefs before judging them.This is one of the more 
upbeat books written by a thru-hiker. He doesn't gloss over the rainy nights, stinky bodies in the shelters, the muscle 
strains or the mosquitoes. But his wonder and enjoyment give the entire book an optimistic feel.This is a wonderful 
book and will appeal to anyone who loves the outdoors or who has dreamed of hiking the AT.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. As Far as the Eye Can See is Literature that the Eye Can EnjoyBy Dan RoperI read this 
book every year or two, usually after returning from an AT section hike (I've done 300 miles). It's my favorite AT 
book for many reasons. First, Brill hiked the AT in its infancy as a thru hiking destination. Second, the book is 
organized by subject matter rather than as a chronological list of details. Third, and perhaps most important, the 
writing is brilliant and the book is actually literature of the finest sort. Just read his description of the seasons, 
especially the part about watching the line of new spring foliage creeping up the mountains each day.

In 1979, David Brill became one of the first of a new generation to complete the Georgia-to-Maine hike on the 
Appalachian Trail. As Far as the Eye Can See, now a classic, chronicles his six-month, 2,100 mile walk, a quest to live 
simply and deliberately, with room to grow, to breathe, to change, to discover what really mattered to him.This new 
edition includes two new chapters: A Passage, at Midlife along the Smokies AT and On the Trail of Benton 
MacKayeAgain. They recount a time of reawakening in the authors life, when Brill pulled his backpack off its peg in 
the shed and took to the trail once more, returning to the woods not as visitor but as a man who felt most at home in 
the forested mountains of the Appalachians. In the process, he rediscoveredas most hikers dothe centering experience 
of exploring earth with feet and the healing power of the natural world.

Trail enthusiasts will love this one. . . . Best account I have read of an end-to-end walk on the Appalachian Trail. . . . 
Thoreau lives!Roanoke Times World NewsWalk the trail with Brill. . . , and see if you dont come out. . . thinking 
about doing something to push your own boundaries a little further.Rockland GazetteThis book. . . almost defies a neat 
label. It is part philosophy, part adventure, part practical guide, and part character study. . . . The book is well written, 
and its appeal will not be limited only to the outdoor enthusiast. The Pittsburgh PressAbout the AuthorDavid C. Brill 
is the author of Cumberland Odyssey: A Journey in Pictures and Words along Tennessees Cumberland Trail and 
Plateau and Desire and Ice: Searching for Perspective atop Denali. He has scaled both Mt. Rainier and Mt. McKinley. 


