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David Mixner : At Home with Myself: Stories from the Hills of Turkey Hollow  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At Home with Myself: Stories from the Hills of Turkey 
Hollow: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. simply perfectBy R. MirandaA quiet reflection from a hero and 
pioneer. David invites us into his home and his psyche, and the view is superb.4 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. Charming and RelevantBy Trevor HunterI loved the quiet country life portraits and the recollections of 
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some of the most historical civil rights moments in the last century. David also gives an insight of living through and 
surviving the AIDS pandemic that is rarely captured. Personal, heartbreaking, tender and inspiring. Also, while Harvey 
Milk gets so much credit for defeating the Briggs initiative, David's work on the issue is fascinating. I loved the short 
essay style of each chapter. Made for an easy and relevant read.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
FABULOUS!By StevieI loved this book! David has a way of taking you in to his world and capturing all of the vivid 
details that make him the gifted writer that he is!! A MUST read!

Bestselling author and renowned presidential campaign adviser (Bill Clinton, Dick Gephardt, Jerry Brown, Gary Hart) 
David Mixner returns with his first book in 10 years. In At Home with Myself, Mixner writes from and about his 
country home in Turkey Hollow, an upstate New York town so small and remote that it has just 10 residents, there's no 
cable TV, the nearest airport is a three hour drive, and deer and bear are his closest neighbors. However, these bucolic 
surroundings provide an ideal setting for observation and reflection.Drawing on his considerable talents as a storyteller 
in the tradition on Garrison Keillor and Will Rogers, Mixner chronicles his return to nature at the age of 60. No longer 
willing to do the things young people do and having lost most of his closet friends to AIDS, he felt out of place in the 
big cities and "gay mecccas" that had been his home all his adult life. So he chose a mountainside home as a retreat 
from the busy world, a place of meditation on the small, daily wonders of pastoral life, including the beauty of nature 
and its constant evolution. Observing the arrival of spring's new blossoms or the sudden appearance of new born 
animals (while speaking to life's daily events) Mixner writes as Thoreau might have had he been gay.However, At 
Home with Myself is also a look back on an illustrious 40 year career of protest and politics, including his 
involvement and leadership in the civil rights movement, the peace movement, the gay and lesbian rights movement, 
and high-powered presidential politics. In looking at both his--and America's--past and present, Mixner bridges today's 
world of openly gay elected officials and an African American US president that he and countless other activists 
fought to build over the past half century and the difficult but exhilarating road traveled to get here.

Praise for David Mixner"When I met him when he was young I thought I have never met a person whose heart burned 
with fire for social justice so strongly. He has never forgotten the roots of his childhood.....how fortunate we are in this 
country at this time with all the things we have to do to have his energy, his heart,, his devotion and his 
passion."President Bill Clinton"The nation has learned a lot these years about gay and lesbian rights and in a very real 
sense the greatest of all our teachers has been David Mixner....."Senator Edward Kennedy"Your work has made an 
incredible difference to so many lives and inspired people not only in America but across the world."Prime Minister 
Gordon BrownPraise for At Home with MyselfThis book is literally in a class by itself. No one has ever combined 
powerful leadership and political activism with gentle, homespun insights like David Mixner. He is truly an inspiration 
to mefor his courage as well as his unique wisdom and humanity. Judith LightFrom his upstate home, David Mixner 
talks us through his early days in the anti-war movement, the living hell of the AIDS crisis, his many arrests, the T of 
LGBT being forgotten, and a myriad of highs, lows, and lessons learned from a wonderful life dedicated to activism. 
His mesmerizing blend of wit, dignity and homespun charm makes you feel you are curled up on the porch next to 
him. Alan CummingFew leaders embody the inclusivity, optimism and values-based politics of progressivism as fully 
as David Mixner. From his work as a peace and civil rights activist, to his strong feminism to his long service to the 
LGBT movement, to his passionate environmentalism, David has been at the heart of every major social change 
movement of our time. He shares stories, wisdom and insights in a wonderful, generous and enjoyable stylekind and 
satisfying. The observations from Turkey Hollow, like Thoreau's at Walden, are compassionate and keen. The diary-
like vignettes show the ways that ordinary lives are momentous and simple joys the deepest pleasure. Urvashi Vaid 


