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Peter Bronski : At the Mercy of the Mountains: True Stories of Survival and Tragedy in New York's 
Adirondacks  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At the 
Mercy of the Mountains: True Stories of Survival and Tragedy in New York's Adirondacks: 

18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Instant Classic!By Martin A HoganPeter Bronski's collection of 
survival stories is riveting. Beginning with an introduction discussing the unique history and characteristics that are the 
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Adirondacks, Bronski sets the tone for some amazing and harrowing true stories.The infamous 1995 `blowdown' 
(derecho) is witnessed by several campers, where tornado-like microburst combined with thousands of lightning 
strikes terrifies the region. The storm leaves campers stranded in a mix of tangled trees piled like matchsticks. Four 
young men on a winter hiking trip suddenly experience a fast regional thaw and watch as several feet of snow turn to 
slush, suddenly flooding their lean-to and leaving them to hike over treacherous lakes and rivers that can't hold their 
weight. An experienced pilot and his wife crash their small plane into a mountainside, barely surviving, only to find 
themselves miles from nowhere.These are just some of the stories that the author brings to life, some old and some 
recent. The most striking aspect this collection is the emphasis on search and rescue (SAR) in conjunction with the 
survivors ordeals. There are numerous missing persons mentioned over the years, some found and some lost forever. 
Instead of dwelling on morbid or gory descriptions, Bronksi focuses on the survivors and those that risk their lives to 
save others. Sometimes remnants of a lost hiker are found years later. Sometimes the family never gives up the search. 
This book is an instant classic and a must read for any outdoor enthusiast, especially if they travel in the 
Adirondacks.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The pages come alive with his love and respect for the 
outdoors and especially the AdirondacksBy OneDTQI just read the Preface and I am hooked. Peter Bronski's writing 
style is both passionate and eloquent. The pages come alive with his love and respect for the outdoors and especially 
the Adirondacks. I am very happy and jumping back in right now :)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Arrived quickly and in great shape. We frequent the Adirondack park multiple times ...By Karri Mc.Bought this book 
as a gift for my husbands birthday. Arrived quickly and in great shape. We frequent the Adirondack park multiple 
times a year and my husband and kids are avid backpackers. He loved this book. He's since lent it to a couple of fellow 
backpacking friends.

In the tradition of Eiger Dreams, In the Zone: Epic Survival Stories from the Mountaineering World, and Not Without 
Peril, comes a new book that examines the thrills and perils of outdoor adventure in the Easts greatest wilderness, the 
Adirondacks.


