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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. move over, Rough Guide!By Eduardo NeechaI approached this book 
with a skeptical eye after reading a few samples of its prose, as I am usually very skeptical of overly trendy 
things.Well, after taking it with me to New Orleans was pleasantly surprised to find that most of it is simply dead-on, 
and the layout/organization of the book as well as the straight-to-the-point writing made it the best travel book I've 
ever used!My only complaint is that the low-end section of hotels and restaurants could be expanded a bit more, just 
for those of us who DON'T have oodles of dough to toss around. Otherwise I would've given it 5 stars, easy.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Fun, Fresh AttitudeBy M. P. HayesYearning for a travel guide that doesn't 
make you drop off to sleep? If you're younger and hipper than most, but still appreciate the finer things that a little 
money can bring, this guide should be just for you. So many travel guides take on an academic, droning tone, that it 
was refreshing to find a book that made travelling sound like the adventure we yearn for. The writing has a 
conversational note to it, that sounds as though your friend (albeit highly literate) is writing to tell you of their trip. 
The reader may find themselves reading it cover to cover as opposed to just jumping to a desired chapter as you might 
do in other travel guides. The chapters on shopping, restaurants, hotels and museums give thoughtful reviews and 
suggestions while the other sections on history and culture help give spice and flavor to the city.3 of 8 people found 
the following review helpful. trying soooo hardBy A CustomerThis book really made me laugh, but I wasn't laughing 
"with" the writer. Here is a sample of the style, from the intro (under the heading "New Orleans Unplugged" - give me 
a break): "like priests at a Boy Scout convention, whitebread visitors from uptight American towns get unhinged with 
excitement from the very sight of the city's sidewalk bars selling 'Huge Ass Beer' in take-away cups." Whoa! Edgy! 
Shocking! Controversial! Also the "hip" cover model on the new edition (not shown on this page) has visible nipples! 
Sexy. Young. Ahem.... I found the tone comical and pandering, desperately trying to foster an in-crowd conspiratorial 
rapport, so that the aforementioned whitebread visitor would feel like he/she was getting a genuine hipster's insights 
which would distance him/herself from the common herd. Also, the information is scant and perfunctory, and you 
don't really hear about any "in-crowd" type places that aren't mentioned in every other guidebook. Under the guise of 
being selective, they really short-change you with the options given for bars, restaurants, hotels, etc. The amateurish 
layout gives huge spaces over to blocks of color and grainy, uninteresting black and white photos (the real grit of the 
city? maybe the real grit in the photographer's lens), interspersed with a small amount of large-print text. Designed for 
the ADD-afflicted, MTV-addicted reader? So if you have trouble concentrating when reading a normal guidebook's 
full pages of print, this may be for you. But if, like me, you've been to N.O. before and are interested in discovering 
what you may have missed, this will disappoint (unless you never left Bourbon Street on previous visits). Enough 
said - I bought my old faithful Lonely Planet guide instead (I never should have strayed), which is everything this one 
pretends to be and so much more. Also the L.P. is much better looking - you won't feel embarrassed if it peeks out of 
your bag.

Whip smart, stylish and bang up-to-date, the Avant-Guide series is the vanguard of a new generation of guidebooks for 
travelers who have outgrown backpacks and shoestring budgets, but are too young for hermetically-sealed tour buses. 
Avant-Guide books are packed with straightforward reviews from insiders who wouldn't dream of counseling readers 
to "pack a rain poncho" or "wear comfortable shoes." Each Avant-Guide is comprehensive in scope, detailing 
museums and neighborhoods as well as stylish hotels, chic shops, and the best restaurants for every budget. In short, 
Avant-Guide gives you easy access to the most exciting and stylish facets of the city.

Brutally Honest Insiders Give You The Straight Scoop So You Dont Feel Or Look Like A Tourist. -- The 
IndependentFor Cutting Edge In A City That Teeters Between Conservative And Revolutionary, This Is The Book To 
Buy. -- Toronto SunSharp Writing And A Thrilling Layout Make It A Guidebook You Can Read From Cover To 
Cover Without A Yawn. -- San Francisco ExaminerThis Fledgling Series May Soon Do For Travel Guides What 
Hitchcock Did For Film. -- Chicago TribuneWhip Smart, Seductively Stylish And Completely Up-To-Date. -- 
Consumer ReportsFrom the PublisherAvant-Guide is the only travel guidebook series expressly edited for the post-
Let's Go, pre-Fodors crowd. These books are intelligently written and brutally honest. And because they're "fast-
forward" in content and design, each is also a highly entertaining read. Every listing is packed with crucial details, 
including phone numbers, opening hours, and exact prices. And our editors work particularly hard to create the best 
indexes in the business. Avant-Guide's full-color city, regional, and transport maps are built for speed. Plus, quick-
view gatefold maps in the back covers are thoroughly tested, minutely detailed, and indexed down to the last blind 
alley.From the AuthorAvant-Guide is not just different, its better. We recognize that the world has changed since the 
last generation of guidebooks was invented. And that's why we create Avant-Guide for smart and sophisticated adults. 
We sub-head our books "Insiders Guides for Urban Adventurers" because they are for independent people like us who 
want to know about the best restaurants, hotels, shops and nightspots.Free, downloadable upgrades summarize all the 
changes that affect the latest books until the next edition is published. 


