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Karsten Heuer : Being Caribou: Five Months on Foot with an Arctic Herd (The World As Home)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Being Caribou: Five Months 
on Foot with an Arctic Herd (The World As Home): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A remarkable journey.By Susan Allison DolanA wonderful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1571313087


reflection on an amazing journey. I enjoyed learning about the annual migration of the caribou, and their sensitivity to 
disturbance while calving on the Artic Coast. If everyone read this book the debate about drilling for oil in ANWAR 
might be over for good.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Required Reading for ClassBy 
YvonneDespite that, it turned out to be a great book. I loved reading about their struggles in nature, though I do 
question some of the things the author does during his journey. Nonetheless, very well written and the pictures were a 
nice touch and quite extraordinary.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and yet wonderfully personal.By 
Judith IreneTimely given climate change and politics of the day, and yet wonderfully personal...great read.

For eons, female members of the Porcupine caribou herd have made the 2,800-mile journey from their winter feeding 
grounds to their summer calving grounds. They once roamed borderless wilderness; now they trek from Canada, 
where they're protected, to the United States, where they are not. What's more, beneath the calving grounds lay vast 
reserves of oil. Determined to convey both the enormity of the caribous migration and the delicacy of their habitat, 
Karsten Heuer and his wife spent their honeymoon following the herd. For five months, they traveled an uncharted 
course on foot over mountains, through snow, and across frozen rivers, with only three semi-scheduled food drops for 
support. As with the caribou, Heuer and his wife faced dwindling fat reserves and stalking by ravenous grizzlies and 
wolves just awakened from hibernation. Both a rousing adventure story and a sober ecological meditation, Being 
Caribou vividly conveys this magnificent animal's world.

From BooklistOn assignment, Canadian wildlife biologist and newly minted park ranger Heuer found himself 
surrounded by caribou as at least 10,000 cows and calves streamed by on their annual migration. Spurred by this vast 
movement of animals and by the news that their calving grounds lie in the heart of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge--the area most contested between oil companies and environmentalists--the author and his wife decided to 
follow the herd from its wintering grounds to the calving area and back again. Accompanying the caribou across the 
trackless tundra, cross-country skiing when possible, the two repeatedly found and lost the caribou as they struggled to 
keep up. Sitting in their tent between calving caribou cows, and following the herd as it makes its way back to Canada, 
the Heuers realize that they are moving to and guided by forces beyond human understanding--that they are being 
caribou. A marvelous, elegiac book. Nancy BentCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Winner 
of the Banff Mountain Book Festival Grand Prize Captivating. . . . A true adventure story. Quill QuireEvocative, and 
hard-hitting. Farley MowatAn amazing odyssey of a remarkable couple. . . . A record of sheer courage, stamina, and 
stubbornness. David SuzukiIts not often you close the pages of a book with a resolve to live your life differently. But 
such is the effect of Being Caribou. Canmore Leader Karsten Heuer [is] a man with a great imagination and an even 
greater dream. Don Starkell, author of Paddle to the Walking the Big Wild . . . will make you want to put on your 
boots and head for the woods. Bruce Kirkby, author of Sand DanceFrom the PublisherWinner 2005 Banff Mountain 
Book Festival Grand Prize Phyllis and Don Munday Award 


