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Kimberly Gatto : Belair Stud:: The Cradle of Maryland Horse Racing  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Belair Stud:: The Cradle of Maryland Horse Racing: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great Read for Horse LoversBy Camille MatthewsWhat better book 
to read in the days leading up to a possible Triple Crown winner! I really enjoyed this book. It is well written and 
researched with care.While she focuses on the famous Belair Stud, Kimberly Gatto has also provided a wonderful 
history of Thoroughbred racing dating back to the Englishcolonies. She includes the amazing fact that horses walked 
to the races as they were only later transported in carts. A horse might arrive to race havingwalked 150 miles! For 
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someone like myself who knows much about racing and pedigrees, there were still new things to learn and what a 
great idea to includethe pedigrees and racing wins in an appendix. The pictures are a highlight as well. I highly 
recommend the book to fans of racing history and those who would like to learn about some of the greatest horses of 
all time. We live in a time when the racing industry needs to do major soul searching, but Gatto captures the heroes of 
racing, the horses who inspire.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book, though very brief (109 
pages)By David M. RamirezGood book, though very brief (109 pages). The author could have gone into more detail 
about many of the individual great horses and their racing careers. I got the impression that the author might have 
thought, "yeah, I could have done that, but it would have been a lot of work."0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. This is an amazing story about the Woodward family's contribution to horse racingBy CustomerThis is an 
amazing story about the Woodward family's contribution to horse racing. This book about Belair stud is very well 
researched and beautifully written, and I thoroughly enjoyed the inclusion of the pedigrees of all the champions. A 
wonderful story.

From their opening in 1740 through the 1955 closing, Belair Stud Farm became known as one of the most important 
stables in American racing. Although the high-profile murder of the farms final owner, Billy Woodward, eventually 
forced the farm to close, it did produce an extraordinary number of winning horses throughout its expansive history. 
The farm claims three Kentucky Derbies, three Preakness Stakes, and six Belmont Stakes, winning titles in several 
prestigious English races. It remains one of two stables to have produced more than one Triple Crown winner, and it is 
also the only stable to have produced father-son Triple Crown winners. Its list of legendary thoroughbreds includes 
Gallant Fox, Omaha, Johnstown, Granville, and Nashua. However in addition to the history of champion 
thoroughbreds, there is a second history devoted to the many interesting people whose own stories are part of the 
Belair Stud farm, including Samuel and Benjamin Ogle, Sunny" Jim Fitzsimmons, former slave Andrew Jackson, and 
even George Washington."

About the AuthorKimberly Gatto is a professional writer specializing in equestrian and sports books. Her work has 
been included in various publications, including the Blood Horse, the Chronicle of the Horse, the Equine Journal and 
Chicken Soup for the Horse Lover's Soul. Gatto is an honors graduate of Boston Latin School and Wheaton College, a 
lifelong rider and horsewoman. 


