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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Take a trip through rural Alabama 150 years ago.By Peter 
SwinsonThis British Naturalist gives his first person account of his travel by sailing ship to the port of Mobile, 
Alabama. After some notes on walking around 1850 Mobile he boards a paddlewheeler and ascends the Alabama 
River to a plantation to teach the children of planters. Southern natives will recognize the flora and fauna described in 
detail. His treatment of slavery is interesting. His travels were within a few years of deTocqueville. deTocqueville 
travelled through Mobile and Montgomery while Gosse travelled rural areas.Alabama was ground zero in the early 
interface of Indians and Americans. This story of the first decades after the occupation of Indian land is an interesting 
account of that period.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book written in 1859 by a naturalist that 
travels to AlabamaBy Myra BallI'm from north Alabama yet this book was so interesting. The author takes trip to Bibb 
county Alabama near cahawba and plesant hill, Alabama in 1859. The author stays at Large Plantation and observes 
insects, butterflies, plants,trees, and mammals. He also adds his observations of slavery which is shocking. This book 
is in letter format as he is writing to someone and telling them in great detail what he has seen. All aspects of life pre-
Civil War are seen in his letters.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. PleasedBy DadPleased to be able to 
get this book. It is a great book for anyone that likes to read about civil war history.

Philip Henry Gosse (1810-1888), a British naturalist, left home at age 17 and made his way to Alabama in 1838, 
where he had heard educated people were in demand. He was employed by Judge Reuben Saffold at Pleasant Hill in 
Dallas County as a teacher for about a dozen children of local landowners, but his principal interest was natural 
history. During the eight months he lived in th Black Belt he watched, listened, thought, took notes, and made 
sketches--activities that eventually led to Letters from Alabama. He lived among Alabamians, talked and listened to 
them, saw them at their best and their worst, and came to understand their hopes and fears. They were a part of the 
natural world, and he paid attention to them as any good scientist would. With the skills of a scientist and the 
temperament of an artist, Gosse set down an account of natural life in frontier Alabama that has no equal. Written to 
no one in particular, a common literary device of the period, the letters were first published in a magazine, and in 1859 
appeared as a book. By that time Gosse was an established scholar and one of Englands most noted scientific 
illustrators. 
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