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What's the single most important piece of advice you would share with a young Iowan growing up or coming of age in 
the Hawkeye State? Iowa editor and author Zachary Michael Jack posed this timeless question to more than 100 Iowa 
luminaries, asking them to respond in a letter to all Iowans. The result ... a once-in-a-lifetime collection of common 
sense and hard-won wisdom penned for young people everywhere by a who s who of contemporary Iowans, including 
the likes of Robert D. Ray, Dan Gable, Mary Swander, and Christie Vilsack. Ranging from the mundane how to walk 
a gravel road to the comically profane what Iowa men have in common with Iowa pigs to the sublime how an ethic of 
care redeems us the letters and photographs in Letters To A Young Iowan tell the story of a state known far and wide 
for its down-to-earth nurture and its high-flying dreams. A perfect gift for rites of passage of all kinds, Letters To A 
Young Iowan is proof positive that one is never too old, or too young, to know wisdom beyond their years.

A very down-to-earth collection that really gives us stories of so many people that truly love Iowa and are proud of 
their state. --Terry Branstad, Governor of Iowa, 1983-1999This book makes it abundantly clear what a wide range of 
lively, engaging and engaged souls live in the land between the Missouri and Mississippi rivers. The voices linger in 
my spirit like a big choir and all the notes, the harmonies and the dissonance together say more about my home state 
than any other single volume I have seen. --Greg Brown, Iowa singer-songwriter and two-time Grammy nomineeThis 
book should be required reading for all Iowa youths. Like a bumper crop, the book yields the abundant values and 
passions that Iowans hold dear. --Loren Kruse, Editor-in-Chief, Successful Farming magazineAbout the 
AuthorZachary Michael Jack was raised on the Mechanicsville, Iowa Heritage Farm his family settled before the Civil 
War. Prior to his years as a college English professor, Jack served as a section editor for the Tipton Conservative and 
worked as a children s librarian and bookmobile driver at the Ames Public Library. He is the author of two 
Midwestern-centered books of poems The Inanity of Music and Wings and Perfectly Against the Sun and the editor of 
three collections of agricultural and conservation essays: Black Earth and Ivory Tower: New American Essays from 
Farm and Classroom, The Furrow and Us: Essays on Soil and Sentiment, and Love of the Land: Essential Farm and 
Conservation Readings from an American Golden Age, 1880-1920. Black Earth and Ivory Tower and The Furrow and 
Us have both been nominated for the Theodore Saloutos Memorial Award for the year s best book in agricultural 
history. 


