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Wayne Kirklin : Lightships: Floating Lighthouses of the Mid-Atlantic  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lightships: Floating Lighthouses of the Mid-Atlantic: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. THE SHIPS THAT WENT NOWHEREBy Liam NolanAs someone 
fascinated by the "ships that went nowhere", and as an occasional visitor (when a youth) to the Daunt Rock Lightship 
off the coast of County Cork, Ireland, I've long bemoaned the dearth of books about the ships and the men. I found this 
book very well written and crammed with facts. Lightships are no more. Technology has caused them to be replaced 
by buoys, and a way of life (as with manned lighthouses) has been obliterated. Not always with the best results I might 
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add. The book is a useful addition to published sea lore.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A History Of 
Light ShipsBy tugs47This was an interesting basic history of the light ships and service. Some diagrams would have 
been nice.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A Fantastic Lightship BookBy BernThis is a great book on 
a little known subject. Everbody knows about lighthouses and there is a tremendous amout of lore that goes with them. 
Lightships, really just floating lighthouses, can be much more interesting.The book is well researched and very well 
written. It will be a joy to those few lightship buffs and it will make enthusiasts out of any other readers.A good read!

Light boats, light vessels, lightshipsbefore radar, depth-finders and satellite-guided navigation, mariners relied on 
floating lighthouses that lingered offshore as warning beacons in perilous waters.Moored near shifting shoals and 
treacherous reefs, lightships remained on station during all weather conditions and played a vital role in keeping 
Americas waterways safe for navigation. From 1820 to 1985, light vessels warned of treacherous seas and pointed the 
way to safe harbors. In Lightships, author Wayne Kirklin chronicles the eighty-five ships that protected the mid-
Atlantic coast and the heyday of these special craft. From New York Harbor to the southernmost edge of North 
Carolinas notorious Cape Fear, Kirklin details the unsung role this fleet played in keeping Americas merchant marines 
safe. Read Lightships to discover a forgotten but vital element of American maritime history.

About the AuthorA well-known resident around Lewes, Delaware, Wayne Kirklin has spent the last fifty years writing 
for magazines and newspapers and has spent the last thirty years offering presentations on a wide selection of topics, 
particularly on his passion for the history of boating and lightships. Spending more than twenty years working and 
teaching in both New England and Ohio, Kirklin returned to Delaware in 2001 to serve as Associate Historian for the 
Overfalls Maritime Museum Foundation in Lewes. 


