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Thom Nickels : Literary Philadelphia: A History of Poetry and Prose in the City of Brotherly Love  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Literary Philadelphia: A 
History of Poetry and Prose in the City of Brotherly Love: 

Since Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin put type to printing press, Philadelphia has been a haven and an 
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inspiration for writers. Local essayist Agnes Repplier once shared a glass of whiskey with Walt Whitman, who 
frequently strolled Market Street. Gothic writers like Edgar Allan Poe and George Lippard plumbed the citys dark 
streets for material. In the twentieth century, Northern Liberties native John McIntyre found a backdrop for his gritty 
noir in the working-class neighborhoods, while novelist Pearl S. Buck discovered a creative sanctuary in Center City. 
From Quaker novelist Charles Brockden Brown to 1973 U.S. poet laureate Daniel Hoffman, author Thom Nickels 
explores Philadelphias literary landscape.

About the AuthorA Philadelphia author, poet and journalist, Thom Nickels has written eleven books and his poetry has 
been published in various collections. He is the City Beat editor at ICON magazine and contributes regularly to the 
Huffington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, Philadelphia City Paper, Philadelphia Daily News and Philadelphias Spirit 
newspapers. He was nominated for a Lambda Literary Award and received the Philadelphia AIA Lewis Mumford 
Award for Architectural Journalism in 2005. 


