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From Yosemite Conservancy : Living Among Giants: Botanical Treasures of a Sequoia Grove  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living Among Giants: 
Botanical Treasures of a Sequoia Grove: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. She has amazingly and with great talent used her own artistic ability 
to depict the ...By Lou A. Lichti, Ph.D.Shirley has once again written and illustrated the beauty and grandeur of the 
wise giant sequoias and the botany that surrounds them. She has amazingly and with great talent used her own artistic 
ability to depict the visual as well as detailed written descriptions of Mountain Misery and Rattle-Snake Plaintain 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1930238673


among many other trees, flowers and shrubs one may encounter on walk in a sequoia grove (and she tells you where to 
find them).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nobody does the Sequoias better than Shirley Spencer! 
By John M. PrattVery well written. I was a Tram driver/Tour guide in the Mariposa grove of giant Sequoias in 
Yosemite national park for 9 years and led over 4,500 tours. Shirley Spencer was an Interpretive Park Ranger there at 
the same time, and she led many tours also, either by hiking her groups or from my tram. She is very knowledgeable 
of the areas, and requested by many groups to lead their tours. I highly recommend ALL her books.

When most people walk among giant sequoias, they look up, marveling at the sturdy branches and canopy sprawling 
hundreds of feet overhead. As a naturalist and artist, however, Shirley Spencer likes to look for the less obvious beauty 
in her surroundings. And in a sequoia grove, that means bringing her curiosity and keen powers of observation to the 
diverse plant life that thrives among these famous Californian trees. In this appreciation of flora commonly found in a 
sequoia grove, she introduces us to species such as the delicate California azalea and the showy mountain dogwood, 
the hardy whiteleaf manzanita and the strikingly crimson snow plant. Each two-page spread features an eye-catching 
watercolor portrait complemented by detailed descriptions. This curated collection of trees, shrubs, flowers, and spore-
bearing plants, makes a welcome keepsake or companion for a stroll among the giants and will have readers spotting 
botanical treasures at every turn.

About the AuthorShirley Spencer has lived and worked in the Sierra Nevada since 1979. She specializes in 
watercolors with an emphasis on Sierra Nevada landscapes and botanical illustrations. She is a National Park Service 
naturalist during the summer season, leads outdoor adventures for Yosemite Conservancy, and is also the 
author/illustrator of Flowering Shrubs of Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada and co-author (with her husband Mark) of 
Southern Yosemite Rock Climbs. 


