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Ralph Yznaga: Living Witness: Historic Treesof Texas before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Living Witness. Historic Trees of Texas:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. living witnessBy Ward SandersThis is awonderful book; written
with atrue love for the Texas landscape. It's also the kind of book that makes you want to gas up the car for a nature
filled roadtrip. Ralph Y znaga's beautiful photography is complimented by his sensitive and informative descriptions of
these Texas treasures; anyone with the smallest interest in botanical history or dendrology in particular will be
delighted with this collection.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Coffe Table Book! By Ben
Archerinteresting facts with beautiful pictures, | highly recomend it.0 of O people found the following review helpful.
Too short!By Amy NicolaiThis small book isfull of interesting tidbits about the historic trees of Texas. | read it very
quickly and it will certainly remain aresource for my small collection of Texana. | find it hard to believe that there
were only these few trees though... surely alittle more could have been added? Hopefully there will be additional
volumes.

In abeautiful tribute to the natural heritage of the Lone Star State, photographer Ralph Y znaga cel ebrates the strong
connections between Texans and their trees. Inspired by the old Texas Forest Service book, Famous Trees of Texas,
Y znaga has captured the continuing attachment we have to these magnificent reminders of our culture and history.
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Stunning images, stories, a detailed map, and driving directions to thirty-seven famous (and infamous) trees help us
appreciate how entwined the lives of people and trees are: The Treaty Oak, memorialized in Texas lore as a meeting
place for Native Americans and also as the site of Stephen F. Austins first boundary treaty with local Indians; The
Burnt Oak, standing witness to the dramatic events leading up to the Battle of the Alamo, one of the largest known
specimens of Quercus virginiana var. fusiformis; The Sam Houston Kissing Oak, said to occupy the location of a
Houston campaign speech near San Marcos, where the "Old Hero" kissed local young women who presented him with
aflag;The Great Goose Island Tree, believed to be more than a thousand years old; and many others. The photographs
in Living Witness premiered at the groundbreaking of the Mollie Steves Zachry Texas Arboretum at the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center. Set to open in 2012, the centennial of Lady Bird Johnsons birth, the arboretum will
feature descendents of historic treesin the Hall of Texas Heroes.

Trees are not something that make the news every night in Texasor anywhere else. But perhaps they should, as they
are so vitally important to our health, our culture, and our future. In Living Witness: Historic Trees of Texas, Ralph
Y znagas labor of love stands as a fitting testimony to the majestic and essential role that trees have played, and will
always play in Texas. | am not exactly atree-hugger, but as a fisherman who loves nature, and as an anchorman who
loves agood story, | highly recommend this book.--Dan Rather, HDNET, and former anchor, CBS News



