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Bradley Mayhew : Lonely Planet Mongolia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Lonely Planet Mongolia: 

62 of 64 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Guidebook Receiving Inexplicably Bad ReviewsBy 
OdysseusI recently returned from a trip to Mongolia, where the Lonely Planet Mongolia guide was my principal 
source of information.I am an experienced world traveler, and have had both up-to-date and out-of-date guidebooks 
with me. I have had books where I agreed with the characterizations in the books, and others where the 
characterizations seemed far off. Despite being a few years out of date when I bought it, this guide performed 
extremely well by both standards. The objective information all remained remarkably accurate and up-to-date, and the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1864500646


subjective characterizations were pretty much on the mark as well. Right on down to the small details, such as which 
museums make you pay a photography fee, which ger camps are more attractively located, and so forth. The history 
provided in the book is also very relevant; though not extensive, I was struck by how, during my travels, the history I 
encountered had pretty much all been laid out in the Guide.I had a splendid time in Mongolia, and have come away 
with a warm feeling towards Mongolia and the absolutely wonderful people there. I would definitely object if, as some 
other reviews here have stated, the book took a patronizing or negative tone towards Mongolia. I frankly do not see 
this at all. It is candid in noting a few of the issues that confront a traveler to Mongolia, but this is vital information to 
know. I followed the instructions on "things to pack" for Mongolia, and I'm very glad I did; I used all that stuff along 
the way at some point -- the flashlight, the extra batteries, the bar of soap, the gifts for ger visits, the WetWipes, the 
bug repellent, etc. Rarely have I been so well prepared by a Guidebook.If anything, I believe the book understates 
some of the things for which travelers should be prepared. It describes Ulaan Baatar as a "pleasant" capital city with 
many interesting restaurants, similar to a middle-sized European city. I enjoyed UB very much, but I know many 
people who would not regard it as "pleasant" at all: it is filled with hideous Stalinist architecture, it is polluted, and in 
many places very dilapidated. I found it stimulating and having much to offer, but many vacationers would not enjoy 
it, and the LP Guide probably downplays these aspects a bit. It also downplays the fact that even at the "touristy" ger 
camps, you're more likely to have a swarm of insects in your tent at night than to encounter any hot water pressure in 
the shower at the communal bathroom.Mongolia is a wonderful place to visit, but it is not for everyone. I saw the LP 
Guide on the person of many a tourist there, and with good reason; it's an outstanding and indispensable guide.Why 
not 5 stars? Well, there could be more. Mongolia is a big country, and this is a thin book by LP standards. Could use a 
little updating for some of the more recently constructed accommodations. Also could simply use more of 
everything -- it was a little hard to get a sense ahead of time as to what was worth visiting, because some of the regions 
of the country are not discussed in significant detail.Bottom line: great guide, could be improved simply by offering 
more of the same.12 of 17 people found the following review helpful. A sad exercise in ethnocentricity.By Kelvin S. 
YewLonely Planet guides are targeted at your average traveller interested in the usual attractions. Happily enough for 
them, their guides satisfy a good 80% of visitors to a said country. More intrepid travellers would be found 
wanting.Sadly enough, the average visitor to Mongolia is likely to be more adventurous than those to other 
destinations. Herein lies the failure of applying the same formulaic approach when writing a guide on Mongolia. The 
tone of the book assumes that the reader has to be dragged kicking and screaming into this "God-forsaken" land of 
fermented milk and crumbling post-soviet era apartment blocks.Taking into account varying degrees of "tolerence" to 
the harsh weather and unfamiliar cuisines seems to be an ongoing theme. The writers forget that some 70 odd years of 
Soviet influence has introduced western style breads, jams, pickled vegetables etc, which are readily available at most 
aimag capitals. Indeed, the market in Bulgan city was very well stocked. (at least in the summer and fall).Granted that 
the country is ever-changing as it is thrust into the 21st Century, but one would expect that the approach to writing this 
guide would address this as well. Food options in UB are plentiful. Where there had been a handful of chinese 
restaurants as little as 2 years ago, at least 50 can be listed today.So leave this guide at home, or better yet, bring it 
along so your Mongolian friends can share a good laugh.9 of 15 people found the following review helpful. This is 
very poor!By Dambijantsan BulagAfter the first disasterous edition of this book, which was loaded with facetious and 
patronizing remarks and riddled with errors, and then the second edition, which was still very negative and still riddled 
with errors, I would have thought the third edition would be better. I was wrong. Has Lonely Planet ever considered 
getting a Mongolian to write their guide to Mongolia? I am sure there are a lot of Mongolians who could do a better 
job than these two clowns.

Contains the only comprehensive guide to the country; fascinating historical, cultural and political background; special 
sections on gers and the nadaam festival; how to get around by horse, jeep, minivan, public transport and mountain 
bike; great accommodation options.

For reliable and authoritative travel information reach for your Lonely Planet guide-- The Times 


