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Cary J. Griffith : Lost in the Wild: Danger and Survival in the North Woods  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lost in the Wild: Danger and Survival in the North 
Woods: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Engrossing DramaBy DMReader"Lost in the Wild" is one of those 
books where you really want to see what happens next. Just one more chapter. Okay one more. It's an easy read that's 
hard to put down.The book follows the unfortunate misadventures of two different people who get lost in the woods. 
Two separate stories that take place in different places and different times. The book goes back and forth between the 
two, showing how each person got lost and what happened afterwards. The details are interesting, especially since I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0873515897


spend a lot of time in the backcountry myself, and the author does a great job of making us understand how perfectly 
capable people get into bad situations. Both stories are compelling and the reader gets to know not only those who are 
lost, but their companions, rescuers, families, etc. All in all it's an enjoyable book that keeps you turning pages to see 
what happens next.The only drawback is that, in hopping back and forth, sometimes one story can get confused with 
another, temporarily. Once both victims are lost, on foot, in similar environments, there are too many similarities to 
keep straight all the time. Maybe that's just me (and not a problem that others will have), but two stories farther apart 
or in different conditions might have been easier to separate.All in all a good book for anyone interested in adventure, 
exploration, or survival.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Two Great Wilderness Survival StoriesBy 
TJ BurrI looked forward to reading from this book whenever I could. I enjoy wilderness survival stories and found this 
one to be well-researched and written. I haven't ever been to Northern Minnesota so the book taught me about the 
wilderness there and delivered a home run on the survival stories. The author did a good job of transitioning back and 
forth between two survival stories separated in time, but in the same general area. There were about 20 awkward 
words that caused me to pause and scratch my head as to the meaning . . . simpler words could have been used to make 
the sentences flow more smoothly. Lost in the Wild is a good book to read for anyone venturing out into the 
wilderness. There are some good lessons-learned from these characters. It is amazing how quickly you can get lost in 
the wild. If you like real outdoor adventure stories, you may also consider reading Rocky Mountain Adventure 
Collection. Cary, thank you for the enjoyable reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Two good 
adventure storiesBy RestlessBoomerI found that reading this cover-to-cover was too difficult to keep everything and 
everyone straight, so I read each story separately reading every other chapter. I thought each story was told well and 
the main characters well developed. I felt like I knew each of them. Their horrific experiences reminded me of how 
unprepared we really are to live in this world of nature. I learned some very valuable tips on survival in a very 
entertaining way. In my opinion, a good read.

In the wilderness, one false step can make the difference between a delightful respite and a brush with death.On a 
beautiful summer afternoon in 1998, Dan Stephens, a 22-year-old canoeist, was leading a trip deep into Ontario's 
Quetico Provincial Park. He stepped into a gap among cedar trees to look for the next portageand did not return. More 
than four hours later, Dan awakened with a lump on his head from a fall and stumbled deeper into the woods, 
confused.Three years later, Jason Rasmussen, a third-year medical student who loved the forest's solitude, walked 
alone into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness on a crisp fall day. After a two-day trek into a remote area of 
the woods, he stepped away from his campsite and made a series of seemingly trivial mistakes that left him separated 
from his supplies, wet, and lost, as cold darkness fell.Enduring days without food or shelter, these men faced the full 
harsh force of wilderness, the place that they had sought out for tranquil refuge from city life. Lost in the Wild takes 
readers with them as they enter realms of pain, fear, and courage, as they suffer dizzying confusion and unending 
frustration, and as they overcome seemingly insurmountable hurdles in a race to survive.

From Publishers WeeklyFreelancer Griffith details the travails of two hikers who lost their way for several harrowing 
days in separate incidents in the Minnesota and Ontario wilderness and emerged alive and relatively unscathed thanks 
to the efforts of search-and-rescue professionals and volunteers. Hiking alone in a remote area with a changeable 
climate in October 2001, medical student Jason Rasmussen ran into trouble on the first day when he ventured onto a 
wrong path and became lost in dense forest. The hapless Rasmussen next lost a crucial map and eventually abandoned 
his tent, food, and hat and gloves as he tried to recover the trail. By contrast, young Dan Stephens was a savvy canoeist 
and guide who, in August 1998, on a routine search for his next portage, fell, hit his head and wandered away from the 
inexperienced group of Chattanooga Boy Scouts he was leading. Griffith writes lucidly throughout, but is more adept 
with flora than people, whose characterizations are bland. This doesn't have the scope and power of standouts in the 
adventure genre like Jon Krakauer's Into the Wild and will be best appreciated by Minnesota and Ontario wilderness 
buffs. Illus. (Mar. 15) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 
"Absorbing and suspenseful, "Lost in the Wild" brings wilderness survival lessons to life." Suzanne Swedo, author of 
"Wilderness Survival""[A] riveting narrative of peril in the North Woods. It is not only a cautionary tale, but a 
resounding testament to the power of the human spirit. Anyone who relishes the wilderness should read this book." 
Peter Leschak, author of "Ghosts of the Fireground: Echoes of the Great Peshtigo Fire and the Calling of a Wildland 
Firefighter"About the AuthorCary J. Griffith is a freelance writer who specializes in writing about the outdoors. 


