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Fred Brown : Marking Time: East Tennessee Historical Markers and the Stories behind Them  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Marking Time: East 
Tennessee Historical Markers and the Stories behind Them: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Interesting but missing some good ones...By sam the sealyhamI 
bought this as a gift for my father, and while we enjoy the facts and interesting stories behind the historical markers, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572333308


there seemed to be many that the author "could not find" or simply didn't include. What he did include is great, I just 
wish there were more...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful History of East TennesseBy 
Gerald JackThis book is a wonderful history of some of the people in East Tennessee. It is a keepsake for those who 
find a family connection or others that are studying about the area. There is a very good biography of my 4 great 
grandfather George Gillespie and his National Historic Stone House in Limestone, Tennesse. His land adjoined Davy 
Crockett's property where Davy Crockett was born in a log cabin.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Great GiftBy philBought this book as a gift for my FIL, he loved it. Has a lot of local east TN history. People he knew 
and families he knows.

The roadside historical markers of East Tennessee highlight the fascinating personalities and significant events of a 
culturally and historically rich region. Forthree years, Knoxville News Sentinel columnist Fred Brown presented the 
storiesbehind the local markers placed by the Tennessee Historical Commission. He searchedthe highways and back 
roads of East Tennessee, tracking down markers with directionsthat were sometimes no more specific than ?Highway 
11, Greene County.?Arranged by county, the entries link East Tennessee?s past and present and highlightthe enormous 
diversity of the state?s history from its prehistoric past through its involvement in World War II. The markers detail 
bitter struggles with Native Americans in the eighteenth century, but also explain the unique contribution of Cherokee 
culture and civilization, such as Sequoyah?s development of the Cherokee syllabary. Brown commemorates the 
numerous Civil War sites throughout the region, but he also includes the service of East Tennesseans in later wars. 
One marker commemorates Kiffin Yates Rockwell, a founding pilot of the Lafayete Escadrille, a famed squadron of 
aviators in World War I. Another marker details the achievements of Sgt. Elbert L. Kinser of Greene County, who was 
posthumously decorated for his leadership of a First Marine Division Rifle Platoon on Okinawa.The markers also 
showcase East Tennessee?s unique political history. They tell thestory of the ?lost state? of Franklin in the 1780s and 
record the region?s efforts to secede from the state when Tennessee left the Union in 1861. Brown?s narrative also 
explains the nature of opposing political factions throughout the decades through the biographies of their leaders, such 
as Elihu Embree, a Quaker abolitionist who founded an antislavery paper in East Tennessee.From the vantage of the 
armchair or out on the road, Marking Time is a surprisingand engaging trip on the byways of East Tennessee?s 
politics, culture, and history through the stories of the men and women who shaped the state.

About the AuthorFred Brown is a feature writer and senior writer for the Knoxville News Sentinel and past president 
of the Knoxville Writers Guild. He is coauthor of Serpent Handlers: Three Families and Their Faith and the author of 
Growing Up Southern: How the South Shapes Writers. 


