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Jerome Pohlen : Oddball lowa: A Guideto Some Really Strange Places (Oddball series) before purchasing it in

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Oddball lowa: A Guide to Some Really
Strange Places (Oddball series):

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. | came, | saw, | cantered cornfieldsBy TundraBeel bought this book


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1556525648

for my recent foray down to Des Moines for a conference. On the way home, | took a cornfield tour guided by Jerome
Pohlen's fun book. Try it, you your kids /or whoever you're travelling with will love it! After Des Moines, (Hey!
Pohlen doesn't include thisin the tour - but if you are ever in DM the evening before the start of the lowa State Fair -
(think Pat Boone the movie) you just HAVE to watch the State Fair Kick-Off Parade. 3 Hours of Americana- not a
rose-decked float to be found - but there are plenty of High School marching bands and gubernatorial candidates, and
lots and lots of John Deere tractors. Makes ya hanker for a corn dog!) | went on to the Amana Colonies, the movie set
for "The Field of Dreams" - Kevin Costner Company Built it - and the people are still coming!, and cantered the
cornfield - actually it's planted in soybeans this year, the corn is on the other side of the barb wire - where Richie
Valens, the Big Bopper, and Buddy Holly's plane went down, as Don McLean later called it, "the (Night) the Music
Died" - to see the Memorial. (You'll need this book to find that - it isliterally off the beaten path.)Awesome - all of
it!/TundraVision, Reviewer5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Unexpectedly EnjoyableBy John
EllenbergerAs aformer resident | bought this book on awhim thinking it had a 50% chance of being adud. | really
enjoyed reading through this and actually found myself missing some of these quirky little things about lowa. ...not
enough to actually visit but that really is one of the attractions of the book--you can appreciate the sights without
having to experience the hot humid weather, lack of any cuisine expect red meat and bud, etc. | recommend this book
for any fellow middle aged ex-lowans. | think you'll find it worth the price of admission.O of O people found the
following review helpful. great condition.By Edward Negronlnteresting read; great condition.

This zany travel guide presents a more peculiar state than the lowa Tourism Office might like out-of-towners to
imagine. Leaving out the traditional scenic tripsto the Mississippi River bluffs and the Amana Colonies, this guide
will take the adventurous traveler to the future birthplace of Captain James T. Kirk, the home of the "Lonely Goat
Herder" marionettes from The Sound of Music, and the world's largest Cheeto. To enhance the experience of this
unusual side of 1owa, the guide includes facts about numerous eventsin lowa's history, such as Ozzy Osbourne's
infamous bat-biting incident and Jesse James's first moving-train robbery. lowais depicted as the birthplace of the
Roto-Rooter, the Delicious apple, the el ectronic computer, the reinforced concrete bridge, and the Eskimo pie. The
accompanying photographs and maps will direct travelers to other fun vacation spots and attractions, including the
butter sculptures at the lowa State Fair, the annual National Skillet Throw, the Hobo Convention and Museum, the Ice
Cream Capital of the World, and the National Balloon Museum.

"Pohlen...wrote them up with humorous glee and gentle jabs not common in travel guidebooks." Des Moines Register



