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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Official Guide to the Smithsonian, 3rd 
Edition: Third Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not happy with betterworldbooksBy CurleyPurchased this book 
with a 100% satisfaction guarantee. I received the 1981 copy, 31 years old and of no value whatsoever, not the 2009 
edition pictured and described. Upon trying to return, I only will be refunded $0.01, not the $3.99 for postage, even 
though this is not my fault. Furthermore, to return the book, I have to pay the postage. This customer is not 100% 
satisfied, and not happy with betterworldbooks.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. A must-have for 
your next visit!By S. Placethis guide details everything from walking in the front door to the castle to tarantula 
feedings at the zoo!as soon as i got it, i opened it up and started rifling through the pages checking out the pics and 
what was available. since then i've read through the different sections and gone back to check my favorites, shared 
them with my mom, and started planning the perfect trip to the nation's largest collection of history and art. i can't wait 
to go there and know that having this book will help me on my visit.the book details information in each section, about 
each building, with hours and fees, where to eat, where to shop, and where to go when you have to go. each section is 
also marked by different colored tabs, making it super easy to access the info you need right when you need it. and the 
heavy duty cover makes it very durable for a soft cover - like getting a hard cover edition in paperback size! also, 
inside the cover leafs, you'll find a map of the mall and the surrounding smithsonian buildings.a great value and a must-
have for visitors to this national wonder!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great book!By Kathryn 
MerrifieldI haven't been to D.C. yet, but I feel much more prepared with this great little book. It has great pictures and 
the information was easy to read and well written. This book is really well made, and could stand up to the ups and 
downs of traveling. Not easy to tear (thick glossy pages) and the cover is very sturdy. My only complaint is that the 
binding is very tight, so it takes a little effort to hold it open.This book covers everything at the Smithsonian in an easy 
to find layout. I am very pleased with this purchase and would highly recommend to others.

The Smithsonian Institution holds more than 142 million artifacts and specimens in its trust. This colorful guide to the 
eight museums and galleries on the National Mall, five more in the Washington metropolitan area, two in New York 
City, and the National Zoo presents an enormous amount of history and pertinent museum information, ensuring a 
rewarding visit. Each detailed section presents the history of the museums and offers a fully illustrated, gallery-by-
gallery tour. All the practical informationlocation, hours, phone numbers, public transportation, services, tours, dining, 
gift shops, special attractions for children, web site addressesis also included.

From the PublisherThe Smithsonian Institution holds more than 142 million artifacts and specimens in its trust. This 
colorful guide to the eight museums and galleries on the National Mall, five more in the Washington metropolitan 
area, two in New York City, and the National Zoo presents an enormous amount of history and pertinent museum 
information, ensuring a rewarding visit. Each detailed section presents the history of the museums and offers a fully 
illustrated, gallery-by-gallery tour. All the practical information-location, hours, phone numbers, public transportation, 
services, tours, dining, gift shops, special attractions for children, web site addresses-is also included.From the 
AuthorThe Official Guide to the Smithsonian is designed to help visitors organize their trip to the Smithsonian 
museums. Its portable 5 x 9 size makes it perfect to travel with for quick reference, a great keepsake for a memorable 
trip to the nation's capital and the Smithsonian.About the AuthorSMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION is the largest 
museum complex in the world, and it has an average of 30 million visits annually. 


