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Lucy R. Lippard : On the Beaten Track: Tourism, Art, and Place  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised On the Beaten Track: Tourism, Art, and Place: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Came Sooner than ExpectedBy Trista HemphillLike the title said, 
this book came sooner than I was expecting it too since I need this book for class beginning in about two weeks. The 
book looks brand new for a used one but I am not disappointed by where I purchased it at all!16 of 16 people found 
the following review helpful. An Interesting, Challenging Study of Art and TourismBy Lleu ChristopherOn The 
Beaten Track is a collection of essays on the overlapping themes of art, tourism and culture. Lucy Lippard discusses 
many aspects of modern tourism's impact on local landscapes and people. She places special emphasis on areas she is 
familiar with --New Mexico and Maine. She is a perceptive and original cultural critic, introducing the reader to 
alternative interpretations of everyday sites. It has occurred to me in recent years that modern society increasingly 
resembles a giant theme park or museum, with everything fenced off and labelled for the convenience of conventional, 
middle class Americans (or Asians or Europeans, as the case may be). This is the sort of thing that Lippard explores in 
On The Beaten Track.I found her observations on museums especially thought-provoking. Are museums good for the 
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arts or are they elitist institutions that dictate the meaning of art to the masses? This is the kind of question the book 
raises, without providing any simple answers. While I found the subject matter fascinating, I didn't find the book 
especially easy to read. While this isn't necessarily bad (not all books are meant to be easy), I find Lippard's style of 
writing a bit abstruse. In places she quotes one artist or writer after the other (or mentions examples of their works) 
without tying the various threads together. The style is perhaps analagous to a collage (I believe the author is an artist), 
and some readers will probably love it. More left-brained readers (e.g. me) may find this a bit perplexing, but we can 
still appreciate the many important questions and insights brought out in these essays.

In this excellent (The Baltimore Sun) book, Lucy R. Lippard weaves together cultural criticism, anthropology, and 
community activism for an in-depth look at how tourism sites are conceived and represented, and how they affect the 
places they transform. Critic Andrew Ross calls Lippard the most surefooted tour guide you could hope for in her 
exploration of being a tourist in ones own home, of how advertising and photography define place, of how antique 
shops function as populist museums, and of the commodification of indigenous cultures. With her characteristic 
breadth and critical eye, Lippard discusses the political economies of leisure spaces, the tourists fascination with tragic 
destinations (such as the sites of massacres and nuclear weapons tests, or Holocaust memorials), and our willingness to 
let national parks and heritage sites define nature and history.


