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Alan Tennant : On The Wing  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised On The Wing: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Amelia and Alan: A Love StoryBy CJC CustomerThis Book is a 
magnificent memoir of a man's fascination with a particular peregrine falcon, its whole species, and indeed all of the 
extraordinary habitats she (the peregrine Amelia) passes through and abides in. While it discusses both man's dreadful 
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impacts on nature and our intense attempts to remedy the effects of our exploitation of natural resources, it is primarily 
a deeply personal account of one individual's passionate interaction with the world he knows so well and is sustained 
by.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this is a great book, full of infomationBy Jennifer L. Forbesthank 
you , this is a great book , full of infomation , the writer Alan Tennant caught and put tracking sgnal on a female 
Peregrine, and then set her free, the infomation they get from following this bird is amazing , plus this has never been 
done before , they track her using a friends Cesna Plane, all up and the coast line,, This book is a must for anybody 
who loves flight, Peregrine Falcons , and a Cesna Plane ,Thanks Mr Tennant for a wonderful book, and a truly 
awesome Falcon,,0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Exquisite story writingBy Joyce M. KellyAn 
excellent read , beautifully written. I didn't want their journey to end. Their trials ,tribulations , as well as those of the 
peregrines was spell binding. The environmental observations provide a rationale for action. I admire their tenacity 
and deeply appreciate the sharing of the story.

In this extraordinary naturalist adventure saga, Alan Tennant, a passionate student of wildlife and of the peregrine 
falcon in particular, endeavours to radio-track the birds transcontinental migration - something no one before him had 
ever attempted. At the time of his flight, in the mid-1980s, researchers were still unsure of the peregrines 
transcontinental path: chicks hatched in the Arctic have hardly been taught how to fly and kill their food when they 
make their first migration, alone, following some mysterious internal call to go south. On The Wing, which begins on 
the windswept flats of the Texas barrier islands, ferries us across multiple continents, and is loaded with historical and 
scientific lore and rich characters. Chief among them is George Vose, the septuagenarian Second World War vet and 
former stunt pilot who becomes Tennants partner in falcon-chasing when they borrow some US Army radio-tracking 
equipment and set off after a bird Alan has managed to trap and tag with a feather-mounted transmitter. George, who 
trusts his instincts more than his instruments, is as obsessed with the mystery of flight as Tennant is and the book 
charts the story of their friendship. As they journey to the Arctic, following their first bird, and then way down South, 
through Mexico and into Belize, nearly losing their lives, running foul of the law (and, at times, at each others throats) 
in the race to keep their birds in view and their rattletrap Cessna gassed up and running. But the falcons dominate this 
odyssey, these majestic birds - the icons of pharaohs, oriental emperors, and European nobility - whose fierce mien, 
speed at the kill and solitary habits have fired the human imagination for centuries. In this mesmerising narrative, Alan 
Tennant offers us an unforgettable and moving tale that speaks to all our dreams of flight.

"'Packs a powerful punch...Wistful...lyrical'" * Guardian * "'Resembles a buddy movie crossed with a nature 
documentary'" * Financial Times * "'An ornithologist's On the Road...A curiously affecting book'" * Glasgow Herald 
*About the AuthorAlan Tennant grew up in Texas, Florida and the Caribbean. He has taught film and literary criticism 
at the University of Texas and lectured on ecology in more than twenty countries. He is the author of several prize-
winning books on wildlife and nature. He lives in west Texas and conducts natural history seminars and trips around 
the world. 


