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From Brand: Steidl : Passing Through Eden: Photographs of Central Park  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Passing Through Eden: Photographs of Central Park: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Eden, According to PapageorgeBy Mike SmithPassing Through 
Eden is a book of photographs that rewards the reader who both looks and thinks. It is carefully sequenced, with a 
selection of pictures depicting a real place, Central Park, in a deliberate and too-simply-labeled "documentary" style to 
approximate--at least in the first third of the book--a modern day visual parallel to the opening chapters of the book of 
Genesis. Look again without that "document"- tag; this book is pure fiction, the best sort of construct. The work stems 
from a honed sensibility embracing transparency and mastery of the medium's most powerful quality, verisimilitude. 
The photographs consistently demonstrate a profound combination of both self and world. Central Park, 
metaphorically Eden, is the setting for the world Papageorge creates with his lens, the agent of light (is it really that 
good there?) and his deep, unrelenting, complex understanding of human nature. Oh, let's not forget the shutter; 
perhaps the most gracefully, and precisely, used physical tool in the making of his pictures.People do not purposefully 
arrange themselves in public, especially in a park where one goes for solitude and to commune with nature (god?): if a 
picture made there is to have a purpose it is the artist's task to create it. And Papageorge, with unimaginable facility, 
does this, imbuing each image with purpose and meaning, as much as photographs can convey those elusive qualities. 
It is not luck or happenstance that the ball floats mysteriously inches from a young woman's face like a global 
apparition (or Eve's apple); he PUT it there, in his picture. His photographs are the result of intuition, intellect, and 
experience in forming distilled fabrications from the actual raw material you, I, and seven million other New Yorkers 
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are constantly shaping and undoing as we move through the city's greatest park. He does it by using the medium of 
photography with consummate skill and grace and by being completely in tune with its transformative powers. He 
brilliantly knows the difference between the actual and a photograph and he exploits that difference to make pictures 
expressing his specific understanding of the world. For this clearly is his world, filled with humor, tragedy, mystery 
and of course the first gift, light.Buy this book; make it a gift to yourself!2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Timeless collectionBy J. BrinkmanThis is a gorgeous collection of images from an underreported 
photographer, it's a classic, it was one of four finalists for the Deutsche Borse Photography Prize for 2009. Buy one 
while they're still cheap, it's published by Steidl, the best of the photography book publishers.10 of 15 people found 
the following review helpful. The best photography book I've bought in YEARS!By skippyI have spent the last few 
years feeling underwhelmed by most photographers' work photography books I've seen....and then I received this book 
in the mail. All I can say is THANK YOU TOD PAPAGEORGE! I mean this book is what photography is about. I am 
blown away by not only the emotional range, but the visual intellegence Papageoge conveys. What a gift!I literally 
spent 3 hours looking at the book last night and am about to buy several more copies. This book WILL be a classic, if 
you have any taste in the visual arts or buy books as investment pieces, look no further.

"When Tod Papageorge began this work, the newspapers saw Central Park chiefly as a site of danger and outrage, and 
they were doubtless partly right. But the park shown here seems no more dangerous than life itself, and no less filled 
with beauty, charming incident, excess, jokes in questionable taste, unintended consequence, and pathos, truly 
described. One might say that no artist has done so much for this piece of land since Frederick Law Olmstead." --John 
Szarkowski, The Museum of Modern Art, New YorkAfter receiving a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1977, Tod 
Papageorge began to photograph intensively in Central Park, employing medium-format cameras rather than the 
35mm Leicas that he had used since moving to New York in 1965. These pictures, gathered in Passing Through Eden, 
convey the passion that--as Rosalind Krauss once described it in Papageorge's work--embraces "the sensuous richness 
of physical reality, that fullness which Baudelaire called intimacy when he meant eroticism." From picture to picture, 
Papageorge constructs a world that resembles our own, but that also invokes that of the Bible: Passing Through Eden 
is sequenced to parallel, in its opening pages, the first chapters of Genesis--from the Creation through the 
(metaphorical) generations that follow on from Cain--before giving over to a virtuosic run of pictures that, as he 
expresses it in his illuminating afterword to the book, picks up "the threads that tie the Bible to Chaucer, Shakespeare 
and "Page Six" of the New York Post." This ambitious body of work--incorporating pictures produced over the course 
of 25 years--displays not only Papageorge's remarkable ability to make photographs that read like condensed 
narratives, but also his skill at weaving them into sequences that echo profound cultural narratives. It challenges the 
reader to succumb (or not) to the pleasures of the "fullness" of each individual photograph, while ignoring (or not) the 
tug of a tale demanding to be told. Like Eden itself, this book sets our desire for beauty against that of knowledge, 
even as it reminds us of some of the ways that we read, and come to know, books.

From the PublisherFrom alecsoth.com: "The reason for all of my attention to Passing Through Eden is simple - I think 
it is a great book. But more to the point, it is the kind of book I aspire to make...My primary goal as a photographer is 
to make a great book within the tradition of literary photo books (The Americans, Treadwell). So when I encounter a 
new book that achieves that status, I want to know more." -Alec Soth 


