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Noel N. Loomis, Abraham P. Nasatio : Pedro Vial and the Roads to Santa Fe (American Exploration and 
Travel)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pedro Vial 
and the Roads to Santa Fe (American Exploration and Travel): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating read. I knew nothing about this era (1760 ...By 
jwFascinating read. I knew nothing about this era (1760 - 1800) in the state that I live in.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Felix Alvaradolots of good information5 of 7 people found the following 
review helpful. Detailed but excellent book on the Santa Fe TrailBy D. E. CheneyPedro Vial was Pierre Vial, a native 
of Lyons, France. He was on the Missouri River in the Americas before the Revolutionary War. He first appears in the 
Southwest in 1786 as an explorer who was sent to open a trail from San Antonio to Santa Fe. He was no ordinary 
guide in those early days. He lived a tortured life of being exposed to constant dangers, developing languages and 
dialects to deal with Indians, and never receiving much money or prestige for all his valor and abilities. Vial died in 
Santa Fe in 1814 and was buried there. The book is the details of his treks and his relationships. Some individuals in 
the Spanish hierarchy saw the possibilities of the Western Hemisphere for long-time bases, but Spain officially had a 
more immediate view: a vision of gold, silver, furs and taxes. So there evolved a massive structure designed to rule the 
New World--not with the objective of putting anything permanent into it, but in such a manner as to get the most out 
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of it. I appreciate making this valuable old book available at such a reasonable price.


