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John Russell Bartlett : Personal Narrative of Explorations and Incidents in Texas, New Mexico, California, 
Sonora, and Chihuahua  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Personal Narrative of Explorations and Incidents in Texas, New Mexico, California, Sonora, and Chihuahua: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A wealth of information, finally arrived in accessible form!By 
CustomerAs a writer and an Arizonan who can't get enough reading about our history and the history of the southwest, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00OAB9N8K


I have longed for this book on the journeys of the post Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo Boundary Commission for 
probably 15 years. For the longest time, it was only available in print from used book stores, and fairly hard to find so 
that obtaining my own copy would cost me upwards of $500 (impossibly out of reach). Or, I had to make reservations 
at the library's rare books room to get a few hours with it, which is entirely insufficient.As you can imagine I was 
positively elated when I noticed it was available in digital version via . I am only through about 35% of the book (it is 
delightfully lengthy). This has been a source of a wealth of information for me and it will take me months to take notes 
from its pages. I have not yet scanned through the entire document, so I'm unsure if maps and drawings are scanned 
into the e-book version of this narrative, but I hope they are.In any case, it's one of my most treasured acquisitions and 
I love every minute of my read. You can't go wrong with Bartlett's narrative. I feel like a kid at Christmas who 
received the best gift ever!

Pyrrhus Press specializes in bringing books long out of date back to life, allowing todays readers access to yesterdays 
treasures. This is a history of the Southwest that emphasizes the stories of the 19th century. From the preface:I have 
divided my narrative into distinct journeys, each complete in itself. The first is from Indianola, on the coast of Texas, 
where the Commission disembarked, via San Antonio and the northern route (not now travelled), to El Paso del Norte, 
about 850 miles. A second to the Copper Mines of New Mexico, in the Rocky Mountains near the Rio Gila, with a 
residence there of several months. A third to the interior of Sonora, and back. A fourth from the Copper Mines along 
the boundary line south of the Gila to the Rio San Pedro, and thence through another portion of Sonora to Guaymas on 
the Gulf of California. Fifth, a voyage from Guaymas to Mazatlan and Acapulco, and thence to San Diego, and San 
Francisco. Sixth, various journeys in California. Seventh, a journey from San Diego, by the Colorado and Gila rivers, 
to El Paso del Norte. And lastly, a journey through the States of Chihuahua, Durango, Zacatecas, New Leon, 
Tamaulipas, and the south-western corner of Texas, to Corpus Christi on the Gulf of Mexico. These several journeys 
embrace an extent of nearly 5,000 miles by land.With reference to the aboriginal tribes, I have described with 
minuteness only those with which Iremained some time, and whose habits I had a good opportunity to study. I have 
also incidentally spoken of the tribes through whose countries I passed, without entering into any detail. This subject is 
so extensive, and requires so much study, that it can be done justice to only by being treated as a whole. I was so 
fortunate as to obtain vocabularies of more than twenty aboriginal languages, many of which had never been taken 
down before, and none so fully, as by me. These valuable testimonials of the now fast disappearing red race who 
preceded us in the possession of our country, I consider among the most important of my collections, and as such, I 
believe they will be esteemed by the learned. They each embrace two hundred words, and, with but two or three 
exceptions, were all taken down by myself, with great care, and according to one system.My further ethnological 
collections embrace portraits of many of these tribes, both male and female, showing the characteristic features of 
each. Sketches were also taken which exhibit their manners and customs, their arts, husbandry, etc. It is my desire to 
prepare a report on the ethnology of the Indian tribes of the extensive region explored by the Boundary Commission, 
should the government feel sufficient interest in the subject to authorize it. Without the aid of government, I shall be 
compelled to limit myself to a brief memoir, embracing merely my philological collections.


