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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. I am in my mid 70's with a lot of time on my hands and I find 
reading book like this to be very rewardingBy robert brennanAllow me to explain why I gave it 5 stars...Let think 
about when the book was written and our time period of 2014.The accomplishments that were achieved with the lack 
of modern tools I find breathtaking. I am in my mid 70's with a lot of time on my hands and I find reading book like 
this to be very rewarding. In fact you get to go places and put in these place as they existed then and not as we find 
them today. That God i had this book on my Kindle which a built in dictionary. You the author uses Zoology and 
Botanical terms and most of them were not common to my lexicon0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
EnchantingBy Rolfwonderful window into the early 19th century explorers.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Great chronicle of a scientific voyageBy CustomerHumbolt is not such a great writer as Darwin is but he is 
good enough to convey his experiences in great detail while traveling through the Canary Islands and parts of South 
America. At times they are quite rewarding and inspiring. A most interesting narrative for those interested in the 
history of the natural sciences and of their main figures of the time.

Alexander von Humboldt, sometimes called 'the last man who knew everything', was an extraordinary polymath of the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. In 1798 he received unprecedented permission from the Spanish Crown to explore 
its American and Caribbean colonies, which he did from 1799-1804. This is the journal of those explorations, in which 
he extensively covers the region's topography, geology, fauna and flora, anthropology and comparative linguistics. 
Volume I covers his preparations, stop at Tenerife, landfall at Cuman and journeys inland in what is now Venezuela.


