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Robert Morris Skaler : Philadelphia's Broad Street: South and North (PA) (Images of America)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Philadelphia's Broad Street: 
South and North (PA) (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The 'old' PhiladelphiaBy J. CrossIn March 2011, I visited 
Philadelphia, where I had grown up some long years ago. Upon return, I was sent the first copy of this book. My 2 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738512362


year old grandson became enamored with the image of William Penn on top of City Hall. He and I would sit and look 
for his picture for hours...... He never seemed to tire of it and occasionally would ask questions about several other 
pictures. The book was on my table and he liked it so much that I ordered this. He is now 3 and still insists on looking 
at it at his house. He has learned lots of details about the old city and I hope to visit with him one day. It is well written 
and even at 76, I enjoy it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Perfect for a look back in history!!!By 
CustomerAnd excellent collection of pictures and information.Purchased it as a gift for my father who spent his youth 
living just off Broad Street on Spruce. A source of wonderful recollections and stories!!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great bookBy Caroline M.This book is great for anyone looking for an informational book 
about Broad Street. It's filled with pictures and short descriptions, and is very enjoyable to read.

In the 1860s, Broad Street formed the western edge of downtown Philadelphia and was little more than railroad tracks 
and train depots. However, with the building of Philadelphia City Hall in the 1870s, Broad Street rapidly developed 
into one of the city's premier streets. Rows of mansions sprung up south of Spruce Street, and the area north of Spruce 
became known as "hotel row." Four-story brownstones lined both sides of North Broad Street, interspersed with the 
mansions and gardens of the nouveau riche and punctuated by clubs, theaters, schools, churches, and synagogues. 
Philadelphia's Broad Street: South and North is the first photographic history devoted exclusively to Broad Street in its 
"gilded age." These vintage images provide a vivid reminder, if one is needed, of how dramatically the street has 
changed in the last one hundred years.

About the AuthorRobert Morris Skaler, a forensic architect and architectural historian, has been collecting historic 
images of Broad Street for forty years. A past president of the Philadelphia chapter of the Victorian Society and a 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania School of Architecture, Skaler is also the author of West Philadelphia: 
University City to 52nd Street. 


